














OVERAL
OBJECTIVES

The following twelve objectives are guides for teachers when preparing their Learning
Experience Plans (Lesson Plans).

1. To help children develop a positive sense of self-esteem — a belief that they are able
to accomplish whatever they set out to do; that they are good and valuable people who
like other people as well as themselves, thus fostering a positive self-image and self
concept. To help this happen, we use opportunities to help children develop a realistic
self-concept through the use of reflective and descriptive praise.

2. To help children develop a love of learning, to be able to ask questions, do research,
and effectively use available resources, and to increase the child's ability to think,
reason, question, and experiment. To help this happen, we provide a joyful, enthusiastic,
loving atmosphere and create a safe environment with small groups, rich with
spontaneity and opportunity to explore, construct, and extend learning.

3. To help children learn to work and play independently, to encourage individuality,
as well as have the opportunity to develop positive relationships with their peers and
adults. To help this happen, we focus on warm relationship building, and are emotionally
available, accessible, and consistent, and model healthy interactions with other faculty
and staff members and children.

4. To help children learn to live compatibly with other people, to develop compassion
and to understand that everyone’s needs and beliefs should be respected. To help this
happen, we embrace all people regardless of differences and teach children the art of
problem solving, consensus building, and positive conflict resolution. We teach children
to care about each person’s individuality and unique potential.

5. To help children feel comfortable with emotion, to be capable of managing feelings
of anger, sorrow, fear, frustration, and joy in a healthy manner. To help this happen, we
accept emotion, guide children in re- channeling unproductive reactions, and help
children to verbalize their feelings and express feelings and emotions effectively.

6. To help children become familiar with their creative talents - drama, the arts, music,
and dance - to feel that this creative side has value and brings a sense of beauty into
their life. To help this happen, we encourage creativity, foster the creative spirit, and
offer children the opportunity to explore the arts and other creative outlets. We
introduce all students to a Composer of the Month. We provide an overview of the
composer’s life and play his works in the classroom.



7. To help children realize that they must give back to the world, that they share the world
with many people and must take an active role in making sure that it is well cared for and they
do their part in spreading love and caring in their world. To help this happen, we introduce
concepts of environment in a developmentally appropriate manner, model and encourage
cooperation, a sense of social responsibility, show caring and consideration for others
whenever possible and stimulate a sense of community.

8. To teach children to take pride in themselves physically, to respect and take care of their
bodies, to establish a pattern of healthy physical routines. To help this happen, we talk and
read about the human body, provide opportunities to develop and test physical skills, and
model healthy habits such as good nutrition and fitness for life.

9. To help children learn that work is not always easy; to persevere, to follow things through
to the end; to feel determined to be successful, and to find answers. To help this happen, we
help children work through frustration, extended learning experiences, and support them
individually in their work, praising them for determination and perseverance.

10. To help children feel comfortable and effective using language as a means of
communication in all of its written and spoken forms: song, poetry, art, and puppetry. To help
this happen, we create a language-rich environment where children's efforts in speaking,
singing, painting, and writing are valued. The Spanish language and sign language are also
taught.

11. To help children to be culturally aware. To help them gain an understanding that
although people of the

world are different, use different languages, and have a variety of values and customs, these
difference don't make them any more or less valuable. To help this happen, we incorporate
concepts of cultural diversity into the curriculum.

12. To help children develop a strong character and positive values for life, including strong
family values. To accomplish this, Character Development is a key component of the
curriculum at all levels at The Burlington Academy of Learning. Such concepts as patience,
honesty, respect, generosity, responsibility, fairness, courtesy, gratitude, determination, and
love are put into daily practice within our school family.












e Circle Time/Group Time A time for us to gather together as a group. We do morning exercises,
calendar, weather, theme discussions, reading, poems, songs and finger plays, all while
improving our social skills and listening sKkills.

e Centers: Centers are an extremely important time of your child's day for hands-on learning
experiences. During Centers, children are engaging in meaningful conversations with others
while sharing ideas and materials. The critical skills and concepts they are learning are
immeasurable! Center Time also gives us an opportunity to work individually with each child one-
on-one. Our centers include Home Living/Drama

e Center, Block Center, Writing Table (always open), Puzzles & Games, Art Creations, Touch Table,
Math and Science Center, Library Center and Listening Center.

e Literacy: Our literacy program includes teaching concepts about print, reading books such as
picture books, big books, CD stories and using puppets. We expose children to early literacy skill
activities through music, poems, listening activities and rhymes.

e Writing and Handwriting Without Tears: Students color and draw, the precursors to writing. We
use the Handwriting Without Tears Program. As children are ready, they learn to write the letters
in their

e Our eight playgrounds are available for each group of students and provide environments where
children enjoy the outdoors as well as play organized games and use the bikes, tricycles,
scooters and bounce house. Snow gear is required as we enjoy the outdoors year-round and in
winter, build snow forts, showmen and snow structures!

Programs Specifics

» The Academic year commences in late August and extends through mid-June,
culminating in special graduation ceremonies.

» During the school year, The Academy operates from 6:30 AM to 6:00 PM across all
locations.

» For Summer Camp, the hours for PA/PKA/MKA are 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM, while Junior
Academy summer hours are from 6:30 AM to 5:30 PM.

» Class size for our programs is tailored to provide the best possible experience
depending on the individual children who make up the group. Additional staff, above and
beyond the classroom teachers, are always available to lend an extra pair of hands as
needed and support our teachers and children.

- 2 Year Old Nursery School is a maximum of 10 students in a class with two teachers.
- 3 Year Old Nursery School is a maximum of 17 students in a class with two teachers.
- PreK 4's is a maximum of 14 students in a class with two teachers

- PreKindergarten is a maximum of 17 students in a class with two teachers

- Montessori Jr. Kindergarten/Kindergarten is a maximum of 14 students in a class with
two teachers.

- Our Infant, Waddler, and Toddler Programs are all 8 maximum, with two teachers and
much additional assistance as needed!



SCHOOLWIDE MONTHLY THEMES

September
Character Development Theme: Patience
Composer: Ludwig Van Beethoven
Color: Yellow
Shape: Circle

October
Character Development Theme: Honesty
Composer: Johannes Brahms
Color: Orange and Black
Shape: Square

November
Character Development Theme: Thankfulness & Cooperation
Composer: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Color: Brown
Shape: Triangle

December
Character Development Theme: Generosity
Composer: Peter llyich Tchaikovsky
Color: White
Shape: Rectangle

January
Character Development Theme: Respect and Tolerance
Composer:Felix Mendelssohn
Color: Blue
Shape: Oval

February
Character Development Theme: Love & Caring
Composer: Franz Schubert
Color: Red
Shape: Heart

March
Character Development Theme: Positive Attitude
Composer: Antonin Dvorak
Color: Green
Shape: Diamond

April
Character Development Theme: Responsibility
Composer: Franz Joseph Hayden
Color: Purple
Shape: Octagon

May
Character Development Theme: Fairness
Composer: Johann Sebastian Bach
Color: Pink
Shape: Star

June
Character Development Theme: Determination & Perseverance
Composer: Edward William Elgar
Color: Review
Shape: Review

July/August
Review of all school year themes



Personal Attention

At The Academy, parents enjoy a significant advantage through enhanced communication and easy access to
a wealth of information about their child's school day via an application called Procare. This platform serves as
a valuable resource, allowing parents to view daily updates, photos, lesson plans, classroom observations,
assessments, evaluations, newsletters, and much more. Each child's information is accumulated in one place,
creating a comprehensive record of their development that is wonderful to share with grandparents and family
friends.

In the Junior Academy, which includes the Infant, Waddler, and Toddler Programs, parents can text the
classroom during the day to collaborate with teachers and caregivers in providing the best care for their
children. Teachers are also able to send photos and videos as requested by parents, fostering a strong
partnership in child development.

For parents of children in the 2 & 3 Year Old Nursery School, PreK 4's, PreKindergarten, and the Montessori Jr.
Kindergarten, as well as Kindergarten programs, text communication with teachers is similarly encouraged.
Teachers make it a priority to respond during their breaks, lunchtime, or at the end of the day.

Moreover, our Head of School and Dean of School are dedicated to working closely with parents who may
benefit from counseling or support related to unique family or child developmental needs. We offer educational
and behavioral consultations as required.

Our teachers consistently conduct ongoing observations to guide their planning for weekly “Learning
Experiences." They carry out individual assessments of each child and hold conferences twice a year, or as
desired by parents. Evaluations can easily be accessed online through ProCare and are provided to parents in
November and May.

We also embrace children with additional service needs, working in tandem with parents and professional
services to identify the necessary resources tailored to each child's individual requirements. Professionals,
including those specializing in Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Speech & Language services, are
available to provide support within the classroom environment.

Notably, children in the 2 and 3 Year Old Nursery School are not required to be toilet trained, as we
partner with parents to assist children throughout this important process.







INFORMATION CONTACTS

INFORMATION NEEDED: CONTACT:
1. Admissions/Registration..........ccccceevieieeeeiececiieeeeeeeeen. Head of School / Dean of School
2 TR s wssusasvssvmmmss s s s e S R e R S i Head of School/Main Office
3. PROGCARE..... ottt ettt et e e e e te et e e e s e e e e e e ennaeae e s e e e ensaneaeas Main Office
e I OICESTR IR s ssanssitsiennsemin s o s A A AR AR S AR Head of School
D FOTTIVS sissvsinmmessivsmnvmsonessmsesse e s e s s iam e sy Website and/or Main Office
B LR IEIINIIR L vscssmsansrssoms s s oSN Head of School / Student Coordinator
7. Classroom Happenings........ccceeveeeerneneeneeessesanas Child’s Teacher/ School Administrator
8. Child's Progress....c.cvcumi: Child’s Teacher / Head of School/ Student Coordinator
gl  BNERBEE usaamsasaminssasnans Head of School/Dean of School/ School Administrator
10. Volunteering/CommItLEES. .......uviiiiieeeeieee e ee e Head of School
11 ‘General QUESTIONS . ..wriismmmsinssisssissssimisimmsrmsss sl Administration Team
12, SChOOI SAfETY ... Administration Team
13, SUMMET Program...ccoooeeeetee ettt e Administration Team
14. Junior Academy sSpPecifiCc QUESTIONS......ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiniininnranierereese e iesieeanaans Dean of School






Understanding our Programs

(Age guidelines may be adjusted when appropriate.)

JUNIOR ACADEMY -

Ages are dependent on the individual student and all students who make up The Junior Academy
- Infant Program: for children 6 weeks through 12 months.

- Waddler Program: for children 12 months = 18 month

- Toddler Program: for children 12 months through 30 months

PRESCHOOL ACADEMY -

- 2 Year Old Nursery School: for children who will turn 3 between January - June in the Academic
School Year. Children graduate from this program in June.

- 3 Year Old Nursery School: for children who will turn 3 by December 31st 2025 in the Academic
School Year.

- PreK 4’s: for children 3.9 and 4 by December 31st 2025 in the Academic School Year.

- PreKindergarten: for children who will turn 4 by December 31st 2025 or 5 by end of Academic
School Year.

MONTESSORI KINDERGARTEN ACADEMY -

- Junior Kindergarten: for children who will turn 5 in the later months of the year, such as August
through December 2025. Jr. Kindergarten is also for parents who feel their child would benefit from
the advantage of an additional year of school before entering Kindergarten; the “gift of time”.

- Kindergarten: for children who will turn 5 by December 31st and are ready to move on to
Kindergarten.

Our Kindergarten program is an alternative to the public school Kindergarten.

- Summer Camp: for children entering 3 Year Old Nursery School through 2nd Grade in the Fall,
offered throughout the summer. Parents choose Little Adventures for 3NS, Adventure Camp for
PreK 4's, PreK, Jr Kindergarten/K, and Camp Clubhouse with Jump Start Tutoring for Kindergarten -
2nd Grade.

Make-up Days/Swapping Days:

In our educational program, it is essential to maintain a consistent and structured schedule for our
students. As such, student absences cannot be made up at other times. The intricate planning
involved in creating the children's schedules and ensuring adequate staffing is a complex and time-
consuming process. Qur commitment to providing high-quality educational experiences
necessitates that we adhere strictly to these schedules.

Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate requests from parents to switch days or arrange
make-up days. Such changes can create significant disruptions, affecting not only the overall
program flow but also the teachers who diligently craft and execute a specialized curriculum. Our
educators are devoted to maintaining a high standard of instruction, and frequent alterations can
hinder their ability to do so effectively.

We fully recognize and respect the desire of parents to manage expenses, but we must prioritize
the integrity and continuity of our high-quality programs. Your understanding and cooperation in this
matter are greatly appreciated as we strive to provide the best possible learning environment for all
students. Thank you for your support.



Program Offerings

SCHOOL YEAR PROGRAMS

INFANT/WADDLER PROGRAM
Monday through Friday
Minimum 2 day attendance
Full Day 6:30am - 6:00pm

TODDLER PROGRAM
Monday through Friday
Minimum 2 day attendance
Full Day 6:30am — 6:00pm

2 and 3 YEAR OLD NURSERY SCHOOL
Monday through Friday

Minimum 3 day attendance

Full Day 6:30am - 6:00pm

PreK 4's

Monday through Friday
Minimum 3 day attendance

Full Day 6:30am — 6:00pm

Half Day AM 6:30am —12:30pm

PREKINDERGARTEN

Monday through Friday
Minimum 3 day attendance

Full Day 6:30am - 6:00pm
Half Day AM 6:30am - 12:30pm

MONTESSORI JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN/K
Monday through Friday

Minimum 3 day attendance

Full Day 6:30am — 6:00pm

Half Day AM 6:30am — 12:30pm

Program Information

SUMMER CAMP

PROGRAMS: AM CAMP / FULL DAY CAMP

LITTLE ADVENTURES
2 NS & 3NS

7:00AM 12:30PM
7:00AM 5:30PM

ADVENTURE CAMP
PreK & JK/K
8:30AM 12:30PM
7:00AM 5:30PM

CAMP CLUBHOUSE with JUMP START TUTORING
K- 2nd Grade

8:30AM 12:30PM

7:00AM 5:30PM

The 2 & 3 Year Old Nursery School Programs, are held in the Preschool Academy (PA)
building #4, first building to the right as you pull into the main entrance.

The PreK 4's & PreKindergarten Programs, are held in the PreKindergarten Academy (PKA)
building #6, second building to the right as you pull into the main entrance.

The Infant, Waddler, Toddler Programs, are held in the Junior Academy (JA)
building #10, second building to the left as you pull into the main entrance.

Montessori Junior Kindergarten, is held in the Montessori Kindergarten Academy (MKA)
building #12-A, the first building to the left as you pull into the main entrance.



Arrival & Dismissal Flag Colors

Parents drop-off and/or pick up children at the playground or at the classroom where their color flag is.

o White: Toddler Program (Junior Academy)
 GREEN: 2-Year-0ld (A) Nursery School Program
« ORANGE: 2-Year-0Old (B) Nursery School Program

o PINK: 2 Year Old (C) Nursery School Program
e YELLOW: 3 Year Old (A) Nursery School Program
« RED: 3 Year Old (B) Nursery School Program
« TEAL: PreK 4's

 BLUE: PreKindergarten

e PURPLE: Montessori Junior Kindergarten/ Kindergarten

Dismissal/Pick-up:
Depending on the weather, children may be on a playground or inside. Parents
may look for the flag which indicates the program for their child to determine

where they are when picking up. Your child will have their backpack and all
belongings with them.






Preschool Academy
PreKindergarten Academy &
Montessori Kindergarten Academy
Meal Policies

Children need to bring their lunch and the lunch box MUST contain an ice pack. If you have a heat up
item, the teachers can heat up food for your child, however there is not time available to cook food.
Example: microwave macaroni and cheese cups should be cooked at home, if possible send in a
thermos to stay warm, or a container for the teacher to re heat. Please do not have heat-up food in a
plastic container since it's not safe to microwave food in plastic containers.

We ask that any food brought into The Academy be healthy food. Also, we are a CANDY and NUT-
FREE SCHOOL. Please exclude any candy or nut based product from any food item brought onto
The Burlington Academy of Learning premises. Nut allergies are very serious! Nut based products
include any form of nut, nut oils and any food processed in the same vicinity of a nut product. We
take great pride in the safe environment we provide for our students with allergies (see section
entitled FOOD ALLERGIES contained within this document).

2 & 3 Year Old Nursery School.

Prior to Lunch, teachers heat up meals and place them on children’s individual placemats. Desserts
are kept on the counter until healthy food is eaten. Uneaten food is placed back into the child’s lunch
box so parents may see what was eaten. Children are taught to clean up their own space and begin
to understand and practice the importance of recycling.

PreK 4’s, PreKindergarten & Montessori Jr. Kindergarten/Kindergarten:

Children are guided to unpack their lunch onto their placemat, eat their main part of their meal
before their snack/dessert, put any uneaten portions back into their lunch bag (so parents can see
what was eaten), and to clean up their own space, paying special attention to proper recycling.



JUNIOR ACADEMY MEAL POLICIES:

e Nut / tree nut free facility

* No gummies / fruit snacks for the children in this building as they are all under the age of 3

e Grapes, hot dogs, apples and any other potentially hazardous food must be cut adequately to
prevent choking

* All meals are documented on ProCare, the default setting goes to “ate all” of their meal; the
teachers log the meal initially and then go back in and edit it to be accurate to each child’s
consumption. This is usually done at a down time such as nap, so if you have any specific
questions please feel free to reach out to the teacher and they will be happy to give more detail
into what they ate.

Infants : Please pack the necessary amount of bottles for the day, per state regulations we are
unable to clean and reuse a bottle so a new one must be provided for each feeding. All bottles must
be labeled with child’'s name. Pre-made bottles must be in a cooler lunch box with an ice pack.
Frozen breast milk pouches must be labeled with child’s name, ounces and date pumped, we can
store these onsite. Non perishable food and snacks can be kept in the classroom as back up, as well
as containers of formula labeled with name and date opened. Every child under 1 year old must have
a feeding schedule provided to the teachers, as in our Infant room every child is on their own
schedule that we will maintain as closely as possible in the school setting.

Waddlers & Toddlers : These children all eat together at the table and it's a wonderful time for
socializing and learning about different foods as the teacher joins them and creates a “family meal”
feel. Each child must have their own lunch box with healthy snacks (approximately 4-6 for full day
students), lunch and an ice pack. We encourage the children to feed themselves, and are closeby for
assistance. Please see your child’s classroom schedule for more information on meal times. A third
snack may be offered later in the afternoon if the child is hungry so feel free to leave an extra snack
in their backpack. A water bottle / cup must be provided daily, labeled with the child’s name and
pre-filled. We will refill these throughout the day as needed so don’t be alarmed if your child comes
home with a full water, feel free to ask the teacher at any time about their water intake.



FOOD ALLERGIES

How to Read a Label for a Peanut and/or Tree Nut-Free Diet

All FDA-regulated manufactured food products that contain peanuts or a tree nut as an ingredient
are

required by U.S. law to list the word “peanut” and/or the specific tree nut on the product label.
Avoid foods that contain peanuts, tree nuts or any of these ingredients:

beer nuts, cold pressed, expeller pressed, or extruded peanut oil, goobers, monkey nuts, nut pieces,
nut meat, peanut butter, peanut flour, peanut protein hydrolysate, ground nuts, mixed nuts, almond,
artificial nuts, beechnut, Brazil nut, butternut, cashew, chestnut, chinquapin nut, coconut,
filbert/hazelnut, gianduja (a chocolate-nut mixture), ginkgo nut, hickory nut, litchi/lichee/lychee nut,
macadamia nut, marzipan/almond paste, Nangai nut, natural nut extract (e.g., almond, walnut), nut
butters (e.g., cashew butter), nut meal, nut meat, nut paste (e.g., almond paste), nut pieces, pecan,
pesto.

Peanut is sometimes found in the following: African, Asian (especially Chinese, Indian, Indonesian,
Thai, and Vietnamese), and Mexican dishes, baked goods (e.g., pastries, cookies), candy (including
chocolate candy), chili, egg rolls, enchilada sauce, marzipan mole sauce, nougat.

Tree nuts are sometimes found in the following: black walnut hull extract (flavoring), nut oils
(e.g., walnut oil, almond oil), natural nut extract, walnut hull extract (flavoring), nut
distillates/alcoholic extracts.

Keep the following in mind:

* Mandelonas are peanuts soaked in almond flavoring.

e The FDA exempts highly refined peanut oil from being labeled as an allergen. Studies show that
most allergic individuals can safely eat peanut oil that has been highly refined (not cold pressed,
expeller pressed, or extruded peanut oil). Follow your doctor’s advice.

¢ A study showed that unlike other legumes, there is a strong possibility of cross-reaction between
peanuts and lupine.

¢ Arachis oil is peanut oil.

* Mortadella may contain pistachios.

e There is no evidence that coconut oil and shea nut oil/butter are allergenic.

* Many experts advise patients allergic to tree nuts to avoid peanuts as well.



MEALS AND SNACKS

Snacks
Please provide your child with enough snacks for 2-3 snack times. We ask that there be healthy
options as well.

Water at snack: The children will have water from their water bottles and not juice for the following
reasons:

We will reserve juice for special occasions so if you would like to bring in juice with your child’s
birthday snack , at class parties or in your child’s lunch, please do.

Birthday Snacks: We love celebrating birthdays! We welcome a birthday snack as long as it does
not contain nuts or candy. Cupcakes or other festive snacks are acceptable for birthdays and/or
holidays, but please DO NOT include any form of candy. When planning your child’s birthday snack,
please check with your child’s teacher prior to planning so we may minimize the amount of cupcakes
in a short period of time. For example, if we celebrate a birthday in the morning and one in the
afternoon on a given day, a full day student would have two cupcakes in one day - which is a
situation we would like to avoid. (An option to a birthday snack is for your child to bring a wrapped
book for them to open and you read to the class, or a wrapped puzzle, game, science item, book,
etc. Which they open and donate to the classroom. We'll celebrate Summer birthdays in June before
we end the year.

Safe and Healthy Foods to Pack

Fruits/Vegetables
e Any fresh fruit and/or vegetables
Applesauce cups
Raisins / Craisins
Other dried fruits
Fruit cups
Vegetable Dips

Cheese/Dairy:

* Yogurt in individual cups or tubes
Pudding in individual cups, cans or tubes
String cheese or other cheeses
Drinkable yogurt or smoothies
Cottage cheese

Cereals:

* Cheerios (NOT Honey Nut or Frosted)

e Chex (Rice, Corn, Wheat)

e Cinnamon Toast Crunch

e Corn Flakes

e Crispix

e Frosted Mini-Wheats

e Kashi (Go Lean Crunch, Good Friends, Cinnamon Raisin, Heart to Heart)
e Kix

e Life (NOT Vanilla Yogurt Crunch) Wheaties



Other Snack Items

* Small bagels (Lenders or Thomas brand) with cream cheese (no nut type)
* Popcorn

* Pretzels (Not Snyders Products)

* Nutrigrain cereal/yogurt bars

* Special K Bars (NOT Honey Nut)

* Special K Snack Bites

* Fig Newtons (all flavors)

* Rice Cakes (Not Quaker brand, NOT nut free)
e Cheez-It Party Mix

* Munchie Party Mixes

* Kellogg’s brand Rice Krispie Treats
» (original) Sun Chips

* Yogos/Yogo Rolls

* Triscuits

* Wheat Thins

» \Vegetable Thins

* Ritz crackers/dinosaurs/sticks

e Goldfish crackers

* Graham crackers

e Teddy Grahams
Animal Cracker

In Summary:

e Avoid snacks that contain peanuts, peanut flour, peanut oil, or peanut butter or other nuts. This
includes snacks with almonds, coconuts, filberts, Brazil nuts, cashews, hazelnuts, macadamia nut,
pecans, pine nuts.

* Read labels carefully to make sure the products are nut free. This includes labels that read “May
contain traces of peanuts/nuts” or “Processed in a facility that processes products that contain
peanuts/nuts.” Food labels and ingredients change over time, so always read the label each time
before purchasing snacks.

* Include the packaging of your treat when you send it to the classroom so that the label may be re-
checked in the event there are any questions or concerns about the ingredients.

e [fan item that is sent in contains Nuts or reads “Processed in a facility that processes products that
contain peanuts/nuts.” The item will not be given to the child.

Thank you for your consideration and support in keeping our children with food allergies safe from
having a life threatening allergic reaction at school.






Holiday Traditions/ School Wide - In the month of December, parents are invited to visit and share different
holiday traditions unique and/or special to their family. We expose children to all holidays and honor each family's
way of celebrating. We invite anyone (child, parent, grandparent, other relatives, etc.) to share one of their own
holiday traditions with the children during December. Anyone who would like to share one of their own holiday
traditions with a class is welcome! We welcome you to send something in for your child to share, parents and
grandparents coming in to offer a simple "Share and Tell", or a bigger presentation. It might be ornament
collections, a special book or song, the meaning of Hanukkah and the menorah, or a special holiday food like Italian
pastries or latkes that you eat every year at this time. Traditional foods are shared at snack times. The children
enjoy this very much. We've had Holiday Collections such as Nutcrackers, Nativity scenes and advent wreaths,
and menorahs, as well as stories, song and dance, games, art projects, and traditional foods. Please be aware of
our NUT and CANDY free policy. Any shared food must have all ingredients listed with it.

Be My Valentine’s/ PA, PKA, MKA - This is a sweet event where our students will invite a guess to be their
Valentine’'s and enjoy from a sweet afternoon of treats, crafts and music.

Annual BAL Fair/ Art Show Fundraiser — This big event is held on the weekend to ensure every family enjoys their
time and doesn’t have the pressure of schedule. We will have food trucks, face painting, a bounce house, and a
giant slide. Our annual Fair is a time where children’s artwork will be displayed, special classroom masterpiece
projects auctioned off for purchase, and many class room themed baskets entered into a silent auction.

LifeTouch Spring/Graduation Portraits - These photos are color portraits taken in the Spring. Parents have the
option to choose from a variety of backgrounds. Siblings and alumni are invited to schedule appointments.
Lifetouch will photograph siblings together. Parents are under no obligation to purchase any photos.

Mother’s Day Tea Party/ PA, PKA, MKA - A Special event to celebrate our wonderful mothers.

Morning Muffins with Mom/ JA - We welcome our Junior Academy Moms for a morning treat at drop-off time.
Visit Days - The Academy holds “Visit Days” in June for students attending in the Fall. This is an opportunity to
visit, meet teachers, play, and get acclimated.

Graduations - Graduation ceremonies are held in June for all classes. All parents, siblings, extended family

School Yearbook - The Burlington Academy creates a school yearbook each year filled with all the details
capturing a memorable school year! Parents are able to personalize pages for their child. This is a wonderful
memory of the early years for your child.

Other fun events children enjoy depending on grade level are:
Thanksgiving Feasts - Classes join together to prepare and eat Thanksgiving feasts.

Holiday Parties - Children enjoy parties to celebrate the holidays. This may include special snacks, special games
and singing!
And more.....
« 100th Day of School
Pajama Days
Bring a pet to school week!
Dr. Seuss's Birthday Week
Field Days
The Academy Garden and Farmer's Market















Observations: The teachers of students enrolled in one of our Junior Academy programs shall record
a minimum of one observation per day on each student. The teachers of students enrolled in 3 Year
Old Nursery School, PreKindergarten, Junior Kindergarten, and Kindergarten shall record a minimum of
two observations per week on each student enrolled full time and one observation per week on each
student enrolled part time. Every observation will be done in Life Cubby, with or without a visual aid.
Observations can be viewed by parents at any time on an ongoing basis.

Formal Written Assessments: The teachers shall perform a minimum of two formal written
assessments over the course of a year on each child. The assessments will be informed by the
previously recorded observations, and will be recorded in Procare and accessible to parents and all
teachers working with the child in question.

Assessments will be performed according to the following schedule, and within the first 3 months of a
students’ start date:

Infants: the first assessment within the first 3 months of their first day, and the second at 11 months.
Toddlers: the first at 18 months and the second at 24 months.

2 and 3 Year-0ld Nursery School: the first in the Fall and the second in the Spring.

PreK 4’s and PreKindergarten: the first in the Fall and the second in the Spring.

Montesori Junior Kindergarten / Kindergarten: First week in school, second in the Fall and the third in
the Spring

The purpose of our assessment policy is to document and monitor your child’s progress in a formal and
uniform way in order to begin building a collection of progressive data on each student’s development,
that can be used by teachers and parents alike to plan meaningful and appropriate learning
experiences for your child. We also hope to identify potential areas of concern as early as possible to
make timely and appropriate referrals toward additional services.

Communication and Conferences: Communication and feedback regarding your child’s goals, growth,
and development is ongoing between parents and teachers at this young age. Working in partnership
with families is crucial to providing the best support and environment for the optimal development of
our students.

Communication:

Student information documents: At the time of Enrollment and the beginning of each school year the
teachers should collect completed “All about wonderful Baby” or “Student Profiles” from the parents of
the children enrolled in their class. This information will help us to better understand your children
within the context of your family and their environment outside of school.

Photos: At the beginning of each school year the teachers should collect three individual photos and
one family photo for each of the children enrolled in their class. Having photos of your child and their
family around our classrooms will help them to feel at home in their classrooms.

Classroom Visits: Having parents, grandparents, involved family members and friends, or as we like
to call them, “special persons”, spend time in your child’s class is of great importance to us and of
immeasurable value to your child. We invite special persons to volunteer in our classrooms, contribute
ideas or materials, or plan to share a story, game, or holiday tradition special to your family. Our
students are so proud when they can share a piece of their home life with their friends at school, and
we desire to foster an environment where the children feel The Academy is an extension of their home
and family.

Interpersonal Communication: The teachers should communicate with families at least weekly in
person, or in the form of a written note or phone call for those parents they don’t see at drop off or
pick up, regarding each child’s interests, accomplishments, and unique special qualities. We desire our
teachers have a dynamic relationship with their student’s families as well as their students.



Conferences

Conferences are organized based on the needs and desires of parents, with a minimum
of two scheduled each year shortly after formal written assessments are conducted.
For the 3 Year Old Nursery School — Montessori Kindergarten, these conferences take
place twice annually, in November and May.

The November conference is dedicated to “Goal Setting,” where parents receive both
general and specific expectations tailored to their child's development. This is a
collaborative session, allowing parents to actively participate in establishing meaningful
goals for their child’s growth.

The second conference, held in the spring, serves as a comprehensive review of the
child’s educational journey over the year. During this meeting, we summarize progress
and discuss future aspirations, providing an opportunity for reflection and planning.

Before each conference, parents will receive their child’s progress reports, enabling
them to thoughtfully prepare and engage in meaningful discussions. We encourage you
to review these reports and bring any questions or insights to the meeting, as your
input is invaluable for supporting your child’'s success.

Parent/Teacher Conference appointments can be arranged through your child’s Head
Teacher, with each session scheduled for 15 minutes. Additionally, your child’s
completed written assessment will be accessible via Life Cubby. If you find that you are
unable to attend the conference at the designated time, please reach out to your child’s
teacher to explore alternative options. We look forward to partnering with you in your
child's educational journey.

























































TUITION EXPRESS

For the convenience of parents and to keep administrative costs down, tuition is
paid in weekly installments collected through Tuition Express. These tuition
payments are automatically debited from a bank account (checking or savings)
on the last business day of each week. Upon receipt of the completed program
registration parents receive information on how to authorize payments through
Tuition Express. Once the registration with deposit and Tuition Express account
setup is finalized, a child’s placement in their class is secured. If you wish to
update your account information, new paperwork must be submitted by
Tuesday to be utilized that week.

DISCOUNTS

The Academy is proud to offer a special $20 discount on weekly tuition for
military personnel, police officers, teachers, and siblings. This is our way of
acknowledging their valuable contributions to our community. Please note that if
multiple discounts apply, they cannot be combined. We appreciate your
understanding!

SUMMER CAMP

Summer Camp registrations are needed by April 15th to secure excellent staff
and adequately prepare for Summer Camp! Registrations received before April
15th will receive 50% off the registration fee. Registrations received after April
15th must include a $75 registration fee. Tuition options are to pay in full at the
time of registration or to pay 50% at time of registration and pay balance on or
before June 1st. All summer camp must be paid in full prior to the start date. Our
wonderful summer staff is hired / scheduled based on enrollment, and field trips
are pre-booked based on enrollment as well. Due to this, summer camp is non-
refundable.










